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Section 1 – Response Rate

Raters Students

Responded 26

Invited 36

Response Ratio 72%

Section 2 – Common Core Questions
These questions appear on all course experience surveys at SFU and are selected by the Provost.

2.1  Course Workload

This question is about course workload.
SFU expects a student to spend 2-3 hours each week (both in class time and out of class work) per course credit.* For example, if Physiology 101 is a
3-credit course, it would take 6-9 hours (on average) of a student’s time each week. Courses that are shorter than 13-weeks or a typical semester are
expected to require the same number of hours in fewer weeks. 

I spent ______ time on ECON 484 than expected based on its number of credits.

Response Ratio 72%

Mean 0.3

Standard Deviation 0.5

The mean score summarizes the overall reported workload for this course and can range from -1 to 1. It is scored as: Less time than the expected= -1,
The same amount of time as expected= 0, More time than expected= 1, given the SFU definition of a credit. The closer the mean score is to 0, the more it
means that students reported the workload to be the same as expected.

2.1b  You responded as having spent the same amount of time on ECON 484 as expected. Please explain.

Comments

I spent a lot of time practicing code which I expected doing.

The weekly exercises, assignments, and term paper required about the amount of time I expected for this course.

I spend about five hours a week on this class (if there are assignments). Or if the exercise aren't too difficult for me, I'll spend less time on them.

Worked on exercises and assignments every week

Courseload is as expected; weekly exercises in class and 3 large assingments throughout.

The amount of time spent reviewing is directly proportional to the material covered in each week's class.

I found that dividing larger assignments and papers took a pretty normal amount of time to complete. In–class exercises typically only consumed class
time with a few exceptions.

Topics weren't too demanding, nor too difficult. Exactly as expected

..

Course was challenging but it was the right level of challenge for me.

There is a little homework every week, and the amount is not big.

All of the course content, readings, and in–class time took the same amount of time as anticipated for a 3–credit course. Outside of class, there were
weekly coding and written exercises, assignments, and a term paper that took the necessary time expected as well.

Without Kevin, I most definitely would've spent more time on the course. His ability to design the course in a manner that tackles a complex topic while
also staying within the course credit workload is incredible.

Weekly assignments do not need a lot of time to spend on, but the 2 big assignments and final term paper need more time to spend on.

every four hours a week

Less 0 0%
The same amount of 19 73%
More 7 27%

Total 26 0% 50% 100%
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2.1c  You responded as having spent more time on ECON 484 than expected. Please explain.

Comments

This course entails a lot of work with code as well as writing when doing assignments. I wasn’t expecting to code as often as I did. However, this
was an amazing and efficient way to learn what I needed to learn as well as keep me engaged with the material.

I spent more time on ECON 484 than I initially expected because the course required a lot of time to understand the statistical concepts and apply them
correctly in R. Some assignments and exercises involved coding, interpreting model results, and troubleshooting errors, which often took longer than
expected. I also spent extra time reviewing lecture materials and checking my work to make sure I understood the methods and completed the
assignments correctly.

The assignment is quite difficult.

To write code and understand what each code does, I have to spend a considerable amount of time on ECON 484.

Without much prerequisites requirement and experience with coding, this class was quite intensive for me when trying out exercises and
assignments.

Some of the live coding parts of the class were a bit fast paced, so sometimes my code had errors. Also the interpretation of the outputs took some
time to think about
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2.2  Course Challenge

How challenging you find a course is related to how much effort you have to put in to be successful. This can depend on many factors, such as how
fast or slow topics are covered or how much you know about the topic already. 

I found ECON 484 to be...

Response Ratio 72%

Mean 0.2

Standard Deviation 0.4

The mean score summarizes the overall perceived level of challenge for this course and can range from -1 to 1. It is scored as: Not challenging = -1, The
right level of challenge for me = 0, Too challenging = 1. The closer the mean score is to 0, the more it means that students reported that the course was
the right level of challenge for them.

2.2b  Why did you rate ECON 484 as too challenging?

Note: Students were provided with a list of reasons to select with the option of adding an open-comment reason. Students could select multiple reasons.

Not challenging 0 0%
The right level of challenge for me 22 85%
Too challenging 4 15%

Total 26

The course concepts were too difficult/abstract for me. 2 29%
I did not understand the connections between course concepts. 1 14%
I found the course readings difficult to understand. 0 0%
I think the course concepts were taught too fast for me. 1 14%
I did not have the pre-requisite knowledge. 2 29%
The course assessments (i.e., assignments, tests, essays) were difficult for me. 1 14%
My classmates made it difficult for me to learn (i.e., group work, discussions). 0 0%
Other 0 0%

Respondent(s) 4

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%

Summer 2026

Instructor Report for ECON 484 D100 - Kevin Laughren 4/12



2.3  Assessments

For Q2.3a and Q2.3b, the mean score can range from 1 to 5. It is scored as: Not at all = 1, A little = 2, Somewhat = 3, Mostly = 4, Very much = 5

2.3a

Was it clear to you how your work (i.e., assignments, essays, tests, learning activities) would be graded?

Response Ratio 72%

Mean 4.7

Standard Deviation 0.6

2.3b

Did the assessments reflect what you were taught (i.e. learning activities, concepts, materials)?

Response Ratio 72%

Mean 4.7

Standard Deviation 0.5

Not at all 0 0%
A little 0 0%
Somewhat 1 4%
Mostly 7 27%
Very much 18 69%

Total 26

Not at all 0 0%
A little 0 0%
Somewhat 1 4%
Mostly 5 19%
Very much 20 77%

Total 26

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%
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2.4  Comfort Approaching Instructor

How comfortable did you feel approaching Kevin Laughren (in person or online)?

Response Ratio 72%

Mean 2.9

Standard Deviation 0.3

The mean score summarizes the overall reported level of comfort approaching the instructor and can range from 1 to 3. In contrast with questions Q2.1
and Q2.2, 1 represents one end of the scale (Not at all comfortable), while 3 represents the other end of the scale (Completely comfortable). The middle
of the scale is 2 (Somewhat comfortable). Responses for “Did not approach…” were excluded from the mean score.

2.4b  You responded as having felt somewhat comfortable approaching Kevin Laughren. Please explain your response.

Comments

He is always there for help if you have the courage to ask him. And he always stress how important it is to clarify things you dont understand with
him if you are struggling.

2.4c  You responded as having felt completely comfortable approaching Kevin Laughren. Please explain your response.

Comments

Kevin is a great professor that has created a relaxed and safe space to ask questions, get feedback and feel comfortable when doing so. He also
gives good feedback and is always willing to help when possible.

He went through the code with us in class and explained it in detail. He also answers all questions and rephrases his answers if people do not
understand it in their first attempt

Kevin is encourage students to ask him and alway available during class and non class time, if you need help with the assignment or clarification on
parts of the assignment. Additionally, his feedback was really helpful

Kevin is approachable, patient, and always willing to answer questions clearly.

I found Kevin's teaching style was very relaxed. Unlike other three hour classes where we just sit and listen, Kevin's classes involve constant
interaction with us, so it's never boring. He's incredibly nice.

Kind and feels comfortable approaching

Kevin is always willing to help, values every question, and has a genuine passion for the material he teaches.

very excellent to talk with Kevin

He was incredibly accessible via email and promptly responded. His office hours were also helpful. He even stayed late after classes for students
who needed help. One suggestion is to have a booking slot for appointments the day of or before an assignment is due.

He's not discouraging when it comes to questions

He is passionate, and you can see he is patient in teaching.

Nice

Kevin always encouraged questions and tried his best to answer all of them. He provided weekly feedback on assignments and encouraged us to
book office hours with him if we needed help.

Kevin is easy to approach and ask for help. That’s it.

He is very patient and friendly to students.

Kevin is very approachable and open to questions. He is very helpful, making it easier to take any questions to him. The setup of the class time and
office hours ensured that there was ample opportunity to ask him any questions about coding and theory, which he was ready to answer.

I am very happy that I took this course with Kevin. It's a very rare experience when a professor feels more like a "colleague" rather than a lecturer.
His holds the ability to create a genuine bond with students, where they feel invited to ask questions, and has never treated any question as "stupid".
He promotes a learning style of "utilizing all resources", asking classmates for help, searching online for the answer, and collaborating to complete the
tasks.

Always approachable to answer questions, online, in class, etc.

good person

He is very welcome to questions and feedback, especially as it is a small class, he can dedicate more time to each student term project.

Kevin always seemed very approachable and welcomed questions

Not at all comfortable 0 0%
Somewhat comfortable 2 8%
Completely comfortable 24 92%
I did not approach the instructor, but the reason had nothing to do with the instructor’s a… 0 0%

Total 26 0% 50% 100%
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2.5  Instructor

For Q2.5a - 2.5c, the mean score can range from 1 to 5. It is scored as: Almost never = 1, Rarely = 2, Sometimes/Somewhat = 3, Often = 4, Almost
always = 5.

2.5a

I think Kevin Laughren _______ tried to support student learning (i.e., used a variety of learning activities, invested in my success, invited and
responded to student feedback).

Response Ratio 72%

Mean 4.8

Standard Deviation 0.4

2.5b

I _____ felt engaged by Kevin Laughren's teaching approach (i.e., activities, lectures, discussions).

Response Ratio 72%

Mean 4.5

Standard Deviation 0.5

2.5c

How often did you understand Kevin Laughren's explanations of course concepts?

Response Ratio 72%

Mean 4.3

Standard Deviation 0.6

Almost never 0 0%
Rarely 0 0%
Somewhat 0 0%
Often 5 19%
Almost always 21 81%

Total 26

Almost never 0 0%
Rarely 0 0%
Sometimes 0 0%
Often 12 46%
Almost always 14 54%

Total 26

Almost never 0 0%
Rarely 0 0%
Sometimes 2 8%
Often 15 58%
Almost always 9 35%

Total 26

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%
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2.6  Which aspects of ECON 484 helped you learn and why?

Comments

The weekly exercised and assignments were a great tool to learn code consistently and efficiently. The code we used during weekly exercises was
also useful for assignments and the term paper. The consistent use of different models in the same data helped me understand what the goal of each
was. The in class lecture and live coding was also an excellent tool.

Technical coding. Help me learn the implementation of it in real world bases.

The hands–on coding assignments and practical applications helped me learn the most. Applying machine learning methods in R to real datasets made
the concepts easier to understand than lectures alone. Interpreting the results, comparing different models, and receiving feedback on assignments
also helped reinforce my understanding of the material and improved my problem–solving skills.

The weekly exercises and practical R examples helped me understand how different machine learning models work. Kevin also took time during class
to help anyone who needed support.

The most valuable part of this course was learning how machine learning methods can be applied to real–world problems. Beyond improving my
coding skills, I gained a better understanding of the overall machine learning process, including how to choose, evaluate, and compare different
models. This helped me see the practical value of machine learning in economics and everyday applications.

How the lectures apply to the future in real world

Assingments instead of exams were crucial, this setup allowed us to work through what is a quite complicated practice (data science). We were
given a great base to work off of and then allowed to experiment. The mandatory meeting with kevin ensured I did not come empty handed and I had
actually began to think my term project through as well. excellent course with lots and lots of learning packed in. organized and well formatted.

Gain a better understanding of data analysis and computational processes

The in–class exercises, feedback on assignments and exercises, and the slides were all very helpful. The lectures were particularly interesting and
the ability to approach the instructor was invaluable. He was incredibly helpful and guided me through something I’d never done before (machine
learning), and actually got me to love it!

Assignments allowed me to apply what was taught and find gaps in my understanding

N/A

The weekly exercises helped me to stay on top of the material and the weekly feedback helped me improve my coding and writing skills

following along in in–class practice

Various literature on machine learning.

The course was very hands on, with a good amount of theory presented at the start of the seminar, followed by practical work during coding
sessions/workshops and the subsequent exercises. 

The opportunity to submit a term paper topic, book office hours, submit a draft of the term paper, and receive feedback often, was useful at ensuring
students know where they’re headed, have the chance to ask questions, and it allows us to stay on track. 

The range of topics covered was really good, and the opportunity to explore various datasets (including one of choice for the term paper) using
machine learning was a great learning experience.

The assignments help me understand about prediction problems and how to apply on a real problem based on raw data

all

The assignments build on top of the exercises, so we get to build ML learning models with rich dataset

I liked that most of the class was just setting up the core coding components of the exercises and then we could figure out a small portion of it on our
own. It helped me understand what the live coding was actually doing
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2.7  How would you improve ECON 484 for future students?

Comments

For future students, I believe it would be good to learn how to handle data sets better, such as data cleaning and how to make data dictionaries. This
will make the process for the term paper data selection and cleaning much better.

Not sure

The term paper weighted too much for overall grade maybe slightly reduce it down abit, it would more flexibility

The course was already well organized, clear, and helpful for learning.

I would place more emphasis on understanding the overall machine learning process and its real–world applications, rather than focusing too much
on individual lines of code.

Pretty good

Code could be heavy sometimes; R programming is a prerequisite, but for non coders we took a little extra time to pick it up. despite this, kevin was
helpful and accomadating of our various skill levels.

excellent

I believe it is already quite perfect.

More focus on algorithms to better understand topics

Select more prerequisite courses that are needed for this course.

I honestly loved the course. Keep it the same!

maybe an give an extra day for exercises? Exercises given and due on the same day made me miss dinner cause i had to grind it out

No idea

I would suggest that the course provides certain information such as a list of the libraries to download in advance (maybe in the syllabus), which can
help students prep their R slightly better.

Nothing. I think it's perfect!

no ideas

Maybe more illustration of concepts, such as using videos and animations, etc. to see how KNN classify each prediction in real time.

Possibly make the exercise due dates the following day. Sometimes I had to hurry to finish the exercises if I had other school work today the same
day
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Section 3 – Discipline Questions
These questions were selected by your department/school and reflect inquiry about student learning experiences that are discipline-

specific.

Did the pre-requisite courses you took prepare you to do well in this course?

No, I felt I was missing knowledge or skills 1

Somewhat 2

Yes, the pre-requisites for this course were really useful 3

Response Count 26

Mean 2.3

Standard Deviation 0.8

After taking this course, my interest in Economics has…

Decreased 1

Stayed the same 2

Increased 3

Response Count 26

Mean 2.7

Standard Deviation 0.5

Do you think Kevin Laughren was organized and prepared?

No 1

Somewhat 2

Yes 3

Response Count 26

Mean 3.0

Standard Deviation 0.0

How much enthusiasm (interest or enjoyment) do you think Kevin Laughren displayed while conducting the course?

None 1

Some 2

A lot 3

Response Count 26

Mean 3.0

Standard Deviation 0.0

No, I felt I was missing knowledge or skills 6 23%
Somewhat 6 23%
Yes, the pre-requisites for this course were really useful 14 54%

Total 26

Decreased 1 4%
Stayed the same 6 23%
Increased 19 73%

Total 26

No 0 0%
Somewhat 0 0%
Yes 26 100%

Total 26

None 0 0%
Some 0 0%
A lot 26 100%

Total 26

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%
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Section 4 – Instructor Selected Questions

This section displays the responses to the questions you selected/created. If you did not submit any questions, this section will be
blank.

The mean score for instructor selected questions can range from 1 to 5. There are three scoring scales:
Strongly agree = 5, Agree = 4, Neutral = 3, Disagree = 2, Strongly Disagree = 1
Very Good = 5, Good = 4, Fair = 3, Poor = 2, Very Poor = 1
Very Easy = 5, Easy = 4, Average = 3, Difficult = 2, Very Difficult = 1
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Instructor Report for Summer 2026 - ECON 455W D100 - Topics in
Economic Development, Kevin Laughren

Report Comments

About the Instructor Report: The purpose of the Instructor Report is to provide a detailed look at your students’ learning experience as measured by
the Course Experience (CE) survey. This feedback can be used to inform teaching practice and course design. It displays student responses to all
questions (common core, discipline) including the ones that you may have added to the survey via means, standard deviations, frequency distributions,
and comments. The Instructor Report is viewable only to you as the instructor of the course so that you can use personalized questions and feedback
to inform your unique inquiry.

Reporting concerning comments: Any individual (e.g., instructor, Chair, or administrator) can submit a student comment for review if they believe it
violated principles of respect, safety or constructive feedback. The comment should be submitted by emailing cesurvey@sfu.ca with the course name,
semester and concerning comment. More details about the process can be found on the CES website.
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Section 1 – Response Rate

Raters Students

Responded 18

Invited 19

Response Ratio 95%

Section 2 – Common Core Questions
These questions appear on all course experience surveys at SFU and are selected by the Provost.

2.1  Course Workload

This question is about course workload.
SFU expects a student to spend 2-3 hours each week (both in class time and out of class work) per course credit.* For example, if Physiology 101 is a
3-credit course, it would take 6-9 hours (on average) of a student’s time each week. Courses that are shorter than 13-weeks or a typical semester are
expected to require the same number of hours in fewer weeks. 

I spent ______ time on ECON 455W than expected based on its number of credits.

Response Ratio 95%

Mean 0.3

Standard Deviation 0.5

The mean score summarizes the overall reported workload for this course and can range from -1 to 1. It is scored as: Less time than the expected= -1,
The same amount of time as expected= 0, More time than expected= 1, given the SFU definition of a credit. The closer the mean score is to 0, the more it
means that students reported the workload to be the same as expected.

2.1b  You responded as having spent the same amount of time on ECON 455W as expected. Please explain.

Comments

finish the weekly memo and prepare for the next week participation by reading papers will spend like around 6 hours

Readings and writing memos are our weekly homework so it is very doable in 6 to 9 hours

The workload was feasible but wasn’t over the top and I feel like a learned a lot of useful information.

I spent about the amount of time I expected. The workload was reasonable, and the assignments helped me better understand the course material.
The term paper required more time, but it was consistent with my expectations for a writing–intensive course.

The workload was about what I expected. The course was well organized, the feedback was helpful, and I learned a lot throughout the semester.

I believe the course expectations were straight forward. We were expected to do one reading a week and think about our own research ideas
which were built from ideas of the course reading.

Classes typically took up the full amount of time scheduled. Readings, memos, presentations, and term paper work took up the necessary amount of
outside–class time, and all contributed to the course being the same amount of time as expected for a 3 unit course.

very good

For example, the presentations made me puzzle. So I work on this part about one month. That I skipped the draft B

The course was really well put together and designed. Ended up spending the exact number of hours per week as suggested by the amount of
credits it worth.

Less 0 0%
The same amount of 13 72%
More 5 28%

Total 18 0% 50% 100%
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2.1c  You responded as having spent more time on ECON 455W than expected. Please explain.

Comments

It’s a writing course with a lot of deliverables for the whole semester. Weekly readings and all of the writing assignments needed more time to
complete as it needed gradual improvement.

Based on the amount of credits I thought that I would spend less time on the class. Though this is a writing course so I should have expected to
spend more as there are weekly assignments that are based off readings.

Because I need more time to read

I spent more time on the reading and writing assignments for this class than any other 3–unit (or even 4– or 5–unit) course I've taken at SFU. The
material was engaging, and I felt like I was genuinely learning throughout the course.

tryna do better
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2.2  Course Challenge

How challenging you find a course is related to how much effort you have to put in to be successful. This can depend on many factors, such as how
fast or slow topics are covered or how much you know about the topic already. 

I found ECON 455W to be...

Response Ratio 95%

Mean 0.0

Standard Deviation 0.3

The mean score summarizes the overall perceived level of challenge for this course and can range from -1 to 1. It is scored as: Not challenging = -1, The
right level of challenge for me = 0, Too challenging = 1. The closer the mean score is to 0, the more it means that students reported that the course was
the right level of challenge for them.

2.2a  Why did you rate ECON 455W as not challenging?

Note: Students were provided with a list of reasons to select with the option of adding an open-comment reason. Students could select multiple reasons.

2.2b  Why did you rate ECON 455W as too challenging?

Note: Students were provided with a list of reasons to select with the option of adding an open-comment reason. Students could select multiple reasons.

Not challenging 1 6%
The right level of challenge for me 16 89%
Too challenging 1 6%

Total 18

I had already learned the course concepts in a different course. 0 0%
It was easy for me to do well on the assessments (i.e., assignments, tests, essays). 1 33%
I found the course concepts to be clear or straightforward. 1 33%
I thought that the course concepts were taught too slowly or repetitively. 0 0%
I am very interested in the topic. 1 33%
Other 0 0%

Respondent(s) 1

The course concepts were too difficult/abstract for me. 0 0%
I did not understand the connections between course concepts. 0 0%
I found the course readings difficult to understand. 0 0%
I think the course concepts were taught too fast for me. 0 0%
I did not have the pre-requisite knowledge. 0 0%
The course assessments (i.e., assignments, tests, essays) were difficult for me. 0 0%
My classmates made it difficult for me to learn (i.e., group work, discussions). 0 0%
Presentations 1 100%

Respondent(s) 1

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%
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2.3  Assessments

For Q2.3a and Q2.3b, the mean score can range from 1 to 5. It is scored as: Not at all = 1, A little = 2, Somewhat = 3, Mostly = 4, Very much = 5

2.3a

Was it clear to you how your work (i.e., assignments, essays, tests, learning activities) would be graded?

Response Ratio 95%

Mean 4.7

Standard Deviation 0.5

2.3b

Did the assessments reflect what you were taught (i.e. learning activities, concepts, materials)?

Response Ratio 95%

Mean 4.8

Standard Deviation 0.4

Not at all 0 0%
A little 0 0%
Somewhat 0 0%
Mostly 6 33%
Very much 12 67%

Total 18

Not at all 0 0%
A little 0 0%
Somewhat 0 0%
Mostly 4 22%
Very much 14 78%

Total 18

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%
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2.4  Comfort Approaching Instructor

How comfortable did you feel approaching Kevin Laughren (in person or online)?

Response Ratio 95%

Mean 3.0

Standard Deviation 0.0

The mean score summarizes the overall reported level of comfort approaching the instructor and can range from 1 to 3. In contrast with questions Q2.1
and Q2.2, 1 represents one end of the scale (Not at all comfortable), while 3 represents the other end of the scale (Completely comfortable). The middle
of the scale is 2 (Somewhat comfortable). Responses for “Did not approach…” were excluded from the mean score.

2.4c  You responded as having felt completely comfortable approaching Kevin Laughren. Please explain your response.

Comments

Very nice person and explain my problems patiently

He is very willing to talk about questions or issues that we might have and provides answers in a manner that invites to think about the question and
how it might apply a plan of action.

He’s always open for questions anytime (during his breaks, office hours, through email, etc). He also give clear and helpful responses and feedback

He’s very easygoing and approachable. I appreciate his honesty and feedback whenever we complete assignments.

Kevin was always approachable and respectful. He explained questions clearly, encouraged students to ask for help, and made me feel comfortable
seeking clarification whenever I needed it.

Kevin tells us that he wants us to ask if we have any questions or anything in addition to always giving feedback asking for clarification is natural. I
have also had Kevin for a different class so that also made it easier

He is a particularly kind professor

Kevin explained the lecture clearly

He is an incredibly kind and attuned professor and created an inclusive and engaging class environment. His feedback was always precise and
encouraging. He addressed all questions with great positivity and clarity.

Kevin was friendly, approachable, and always willing to help. His feedback was clear and encouraging, so I always felt comfortable asking
questions.

He would always make himself available for the students if they required extra assistance. He also rephrased tricky explanations in class so that it
was easier for people to follow.

Kevin created a learning environment that encourages questions, discussion, and plenty of room for feedback. This made it easier to approach him
with any queries or concerns regarding the course or its content.

Nice teaching ncie professor

very good

He is really nice and always willing to help and explain

He is a really nice person. Kindly and patient

I’ve done multiple courses with him in the past and actively try to take his classes whenever possible so I guess that’s an indicator of how
comfortable I am in approaching him for help.

Not at all comfortable 0 0%
Somewhat comfortable 0 0%
Completely comfortable 18 100%
I did not approach the instructor, but the reason had nothing to do with the instructor’s a… 0 0%

Total 18 0% 50% 100%
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2.5  Instructor

For Q2.5a - 2.5c, the mean score can range from 1 to 5. It is scored as: Almost never = 1, Rarely = 2, Sometimes/Somewhat = 3, Often = 4, Almost
always = 5.

2.5a

I think Kevin Laughren _______ tried to support student learning (i.e., used a variety of learning activities, invested in my success, invited and
responded to student feedback).

Response Ratio 95%

Mean 4.9

Standard Deviation 0.3

2.5b

I _____ felt engaged by Kevin Laughren's teaching approach (i.e., activities, lectures, discussions).

Response Ratio 95%

Mean 4.7

Standard Deviation 0.5

2.5c

How often did you understand Kevin Laughren's explanations of course concepts?

Response Ratio 95%

Mean 4.6

Standard Deviation 0.5

Almost never 0 0%
Rarely 0 0%
Somewhat 0 0%
Often 2 11%
Almost always 16 89%

Total 18

Almost never 0 0%
Rarely 0 0%
Sometimes 0 0%
Often 6 33%
Almost always 12 67%

Total 18

Almost never 0 0%
Rarely 0 0%
Sometimes 0 0%
Often 7 39%
Almost always 11 61%

Total 18

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%
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2.6  Which aspects of ECON 455W helped you learn and why?

Comments

The ability to read and conclude papers

The memos have helped the most, because it ensures I do the readings and analyze what I liked and didn’t agree with

All of the writings and readings help me to understand more on economic problems and how to apply economic theory into those problems.

I like the grading scale for this class as it was very clear what needed to be done to achieve a certain grade however, it was never out of reach.

The lectures, class discussions, and research paper were the most helpful. The lectures explained key concepts clearly, the discussions helped me
understand how research is applied in development economics, and the paper improved my ability to read academic literature and evaluate evidence.

The pass fail system for this class on how many things I need to do well on really motivated me to do even better and make sure I am putting my best
work up to make sure that I am passing everything. The group inclass discussions also made it easier as to understand the topics as we can get
other people's thoughts on the same topic

Reading

Paper presentations (both my own and others'). 
In–class discussions and group activities (especially designing experiments). 
Also, the weekly memos and the feedback on term paper drafts.

The research proposal, class discussions, and presentation helped me learn the most. The detailed feedback on each draft showed me how to
improve my writing and research skills step by step. The presentation also helped me better understand academic papers and explain economic ideas
clearly.

Theoretical aspect

The course design and structure was especially helpful. Using a specifications grading system with pass or fail criteria for all assessments as well
as a clear and targeted rubric for letter grades allowed students to create clearer targets for the semester and plan accordingly. 

The frequent feedback for all assignments was also extremely beneficial to guide learning and allow constant improvement.

Allowing 3 drafts and a final submission for the term paper was also useful as it helped to maintain progress with the several checkpoints. 

The discussion–centred learning environment was great for sharing ideas, knowledge, opinions, and prompting critical thinking with others. This
setting made for a better learning experience and improved knowledge retention of the topics covered.

logical更多

A lot of reading and presenting with great feedback. The memos helped me sharp my writing skills

The discussions as differing opinions amongst students taught me a lot.

2.7  How would you improve ECON 455W for future students?

Comments

It’s already been a really nice course

Idk,to me it’s is a pretty good course already

I think the course is perfect. Maybe change the course’s amount of units.

I think it was perfect!

Overall, I enjoyed the course. It would be helpful to provide more examples for major assignments and a little more guidance on the literature review,
especially at the beginning of the semester.

Nothing

Just spend lot of time to read and understand the feedback from Kevin

Not sure; the course is already pretty awesome!!

I think the course was excellent.

I liked it the way it was

For future ECON455W students, I would recommend maybe making more use of visual content. The readings and discussions were great, but some
students might be more visual learners, so incorporating visual content like video resources online could help students gain a better understanding for
more abstract topics.

excellent

Nothing honestly, keep it the same
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Section 3 – Discipline Questions
These questions were selected by your department/school and reflect inquiry about student learning experiences that are discipline-

specific.

Did the pre-requisite courses you took prepare you to do well in this course?

No, I felt I was missing knowledge or skills 1

Somewhat 2

Yes, the pre-requisites for this course were really useful 3

Response Count 18

Mean 2.6

Standard Deviation 0.5

After taking this course, my interest in Economics has…

Decreased 1

Stayed the same 2

Increased 3

Response Count 18

Mean 2.8

Standard Deviation 0.4

Do you think Kevin Laughren was organized and prepared?

No 1

Somewhat 2

Yes 3

Response Count 18

Mean 3.0

Standard Deviation 0.0

How much enthusiasm (interest or enjoyment) do you think Kevin Laughren displayed while conducting the course?

None 1

Some 2

A lot 3

Response Count 18

Mean 3.0

Standard Deviation 0.0

No, I felt I was missing knowledge or skills 0 0%
Somewhat 8 44%
Yes, the pre-requisites for this course were really useful 10 56%

Total 18

Decreased 0 0%
Stayed the same 4 22%
Increased 14 78%

Total 18

No 0 0%
Somewhat 0 0%
Yes 18 100%

Total 18

None 0 0%
Some 0 0%
A lot 18 100%

Total 18

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%
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Section 4 – Instructor Selected Questions

This section displays the responses to the questions you selected/created. If you did not submit any questions, this section will be
blank.

The mean score for instructor selected questions can range from 1 to 5. There are three scoring scales:
Strongly agree = 5, Agree = 4, Neutral = 3, Disagree = 2, Strongly Disagree = 1
Very Good = 5, Good = 4, Fair = 3, Poor = 2, Very Poor = 1
Very Easy = 5, Easy = 4, Average = 3, Difficult = 2, Very Difficult = 1
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Section 1 – Response Rate

Raters Students

Responded 107

Invited 141

Response Ratio 76%

Section 2 – Common Core Questions
These questions appear on all course experience surveys at SFU and are selected by the Provost.

2.1  Course Workload

This question is about course workload.
SFU expects a student to spend 2-3 hours each week (both in class time and out of class work) per course credit.* For example, if Physiology 101 is a
3-credit course, it would take 6-9 hours (on average) of a student’s time each week. Courses that are shorter than 13-weeks or a typical semester are
expected to require the same number of hours in fewer weeks. 

I spent ______ time on ECON 342 than expected based on its number of credits.

Response Ratio 75%

Mean 0.0

Standard Deviation 0.5

The mean score summarizes the overall reported workload for this course and can range from -1 to 1. It is scored as: Less time than the expected= -1,
The same amount of time as expected= 0, More time than expected= 1, given the SFU definition of a credit. The closer the mean score is to 0, the more it
means that students reported the workload to be the same as expected.

2.1a  You responded as having spent less time on ECON 342 than expected. Please explain.

Comments

I had an easier time learning the content, I required less time to succeed on exams and assignments

Not too much workload – just enough to keep you engaged with the material without overworking you. Good IMO

I studied less

I took two required courses along with this one and put more time into the required courses.

The other courses were more challenging for me, so I spent relatively less time on this one.

The professor explained the course material very clearly and put a lot of effort into the lectures. Because the concepts were easy to understand
during class, I needed to spend less time studying outside of class than I had expected.

The lectures and course materials were clear and easy to follow, so I spent less time studying than I expected.

I understood the material well enough and thought of it as a review from Econ 103 and Econ 105 concepts. However I don’t think I studied enough
because I didn’t do the best on the midterm so I will review and do better on the final exam.

2.1b  You responded as having spent the same amount of time on ECON 342 as expected. Please explain.

Comments

It has been a reasonable workload

The workload was not too much

I will do problem set by myself, and figure it out how these problems work.

Readings and course material was within expectations

The workload matched my expectations overall. The writing assignments took time, but they were manageable and appropriate for the course.

I found the weekly amount of work sufficient, and helped me maximize my abilities as a student. For me personally, no more or less time was

Less 11 10%
The same amount of 80 75%
More 15 14%

Total 106 0% 50% 100%
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Comments

necessary.

I already know some of the material so didnt have to learn everything.

I basically spent a good amount of time practicing the taught topics, I am not good at economics, so this helps a lot thus I’d say i spent the same
amount of time as expected on this course!

do the practice question，and review the note from lecture

I do review before class and do practice question after. I think it's fair amount to study.

The class was moderately time consuming, I expected it to be this way.

The course content was as I expected and Kevin taught the course well such that I didn't feel the need to take extra time to study.

Studying a few hours a week as expected

The course felt adequate for the amount of credits

Expected difficulty

for a 300 lvl econ class, it's about as expected amount of studying.

I spend about 7 hours a week in Econ 342.

roughly 3hr per week

material is fair

The course is related to other 300 level courses and it’s not that really hard but need to study constantly. So I feel this course’s weight is appropriate.

i think this lecture need me to take 6 hours to review.

Expected hours spent was roughly six to nine hours a week and I spent that much time reviewing lectures and going over slides and text book
throughout course.

During the Lecture is very useful, so I can easily understand what we need to study

Kevin's teaching remains engaging for the full lecture from teaching from his slides to teaching on the board creating a healthy mix of students not just
zoning out from the slides but not being burnt out writing problem after problem.

The course schedule is very well–organized.

Is easy to understand what I learned in class,So I don’t need to spend more time on that

Come to class, dedicate my time to study for the class the same as other three credit course. Maybe slightly more since I missed a day of lecture

8h

I spent the same time amount, 3 hours

The workload of the course is resonable

Work hard can get better grade for this course

tutorial attendance, lecture attendance, solve problems before attending class, office hour, etc

Attending classes weekly and completing games and quizzes on time are both within manageable limits.

I preview the content before each class

course is what ive expected

As I imagined

I would usually spend about 6 hours a week for ECON 342. This is not including midterms as that could take way more. Maybe about 10–12 hours a
week because the materials are challenging

I understood most of the material in class. Therefore, I didn’t have to spend too much time outside class doing self study.

The course material was expected as it should compared to other econ courses

Outside of the lecture I take out some time to review the material discussed in lecture and then also spend a few hours to review the very helpful
lecture recordings.

好ood

Course’s difficult were reasonable to spend the same amount of time

because～kevin really nice

It was a little tougher than I thought it would be, but a typical micro ECON course.

I mainly spent time on the Op–Ed’s and studying for the midterm which approximately results in the time expected to be allocated for this course.

i would just study a lot more before exams and quizzes.

The time spent reviewing is directly proportional to the amount of material covered in class.

I spend about 12hrs per week on practicing and reviewing lecture content

The workload was about what I expected for a 300–level economics course. The lectures, tutorials, assignments, and exam preparation required a
reasonable amount of time throughout the semester.

This course is relatively simple for me, because it is the re–consolidation of many things that have been studied in economics before.

The amount of work was valid for this class.

I spent around 9 hours including lecture and tutorial each week

I spent about the same amount of time on ECON 342 as I expected because the workload and difficulty were consistent with what I anticipated for
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Comments

this course.

I spent 6–9 hours a week at average on this course

2.1c  You responded as having spent more time on ECON 342 than expected. Please explain.

Comments

Professor is great

Very math heavy and calulation based course. Too many graphs to remember

There are many questions that require further understanding and practice.

It’s a really hard course more than expected

It hard to me.

Because the content of this course has more than expected.

There was more math then I expected

The course is a bit more difficult than I expected.

I had to spend extra time for self–study, due to complexity of the concepts and ECON not being my major. This is a good thing for me, everything
above is not a subtle complaint about the course being harder than expected.

Cause the course requires a lot more time than normal.

i spend more time because I read the textbook in order to get the context of the course and how it applies in real life

Its not because of the course its just for myself because I need the more practice

I spent many hours after class going over the lecture again in order to understand the material trying to remember how to solve the problems

The more mathematical parts of the course took longer for me to understand and took a lot of self study. The structure of the course was not the
reason why.

Summer 2026

Instructor Report for ECON 342 D100 - Kevin Laughren 4/16



2.2  Course Challenge

How challenging you find a course is related to how much effort you have to put in to be successful. This can depend on many factors, such as how
fast or slow topics are covered or how much you know about the topic already. 

I found ECON 342 to be...

Response Ratio 75%

Mean 0.0

Standard Deviation 0.3

The mean score summarizes the overall perceived level of challenge for this course and can range from -1 to 1. It is scored as: Not challenging = -1, The
right level of challenge for me = 0, Too challenging = 1. The closer the mean score is to 0, the more it means that students reported that the course was
the right level of challenge for them.

2.2a  Why did you rate ECON 342 as not challenging?

Note: Students were provided with a list of reasons to select with the option of adding an open-comment reason. Students could select multiple reasons.

2.2b  Why did you rate ECON 342 as too challenging?

Note: Students were provided with a list of reasons to select with the option of adding an open-comment reason. Students could select multiple reasons.

Not challenging 5 5%
The right level of challenge for me 95 90%
Too challenging 6 6%

Total 106

I had already learned the course concepts in a different course. 4 44%
It was easy for me to do well on the assessments (i.e., assignments, tests, essays). 1 11%
I found the course concepts to be clear or straightforward. 3 33%
I thought that the course concepts were taught too slowly or repetitively. 0 0%
I am very interested in the topic. 1 11%
Other 0 0%

Respondent(s) 5

The course concepts were too difficult/abstract for me. 4 20%
I did not understand the connections between course concepts. 2 10%
I found the course readings difficult to understand. 5 25%
I think the course concepts were taught too fast for me. 4 20%
I did not have the pre-requisite knowledge. 2 10%
The course assessments (i.e., assignments, tests, essays) were difficult for me. 2 10%
My classmates made it difficult for me to learn (i.e., group work, discussions). 1 5%
Other 0 0%

Respondent(s) 6

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%
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2.3  Assessments

For Q2.3a and Q2.3b, the mean score can range from 1 to 5. It is scored as: Not at all = 1, A little = 2, Somewhat = 3, Mostly = 4, Very much = 5

2.3a

Was it clear to you how your work (i.e., assignments, essays, tests, learning activities) would be graded?

Response Ratio 74%

Mean 4.5

Standard Deviation 0.8

2.3b

Did the assessments reflect what you were taught (i.e. learning activities, concepts, materials)?

Response Ratio 75%

Mean 4.5

Standard Deviation 0.7

Not at all 1 1%
A little 0 0%
Somewhat 13 12%
Mostly 27 26%
Very much 64 61%

Total 105

Not at all 0 0%
A little 2 2%
Somewhat 8 8%
Mostly 33 31%
Very much 63 59%

Total 106

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%
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2.4  Comfort Approaching Instructor

How comfortable did you feel approaching Kevin Laughren (in person or online)?

Response Ratio 75%

Mean 2.8

Standard Deviation 0.4

The mean score summarizes the overall reported level of comfort approaching the instructor and can range from 1 to 3. In contrast with questions Q2.1
and Q2.2, 1 represents one end of the scale (Not at all comfortable), while 3 represents the other end of the scale (Completely comfortable). The middle
of the scale is 2 (Somewhat comfortable). Responses for “Did not approach…” were excluded from the mean score.

2.4b  You responded as having felt somewhat comfortable approaching Kevin Laughren. Please explain your response.

Comments

He’s nice and always asks us if we have any questions

The lectures are very humorous, but they’re still quite difficult to understand.

It seemed as if there could be a one off personality misalignment from the few times I approached him

He explained well when I had questions.

Unrelated to 201, came to his office hours a couple of time(with the help of a friend to book the time) and in person to ask questions and clarification
without being judge. Prof has been approachable and has had explained everything clear and concise

Never met before class

He’s a funny chill guy

Exactly what I thought

I know Kevin can clarify all my doubts but I guess it’s just a matter of body language when he receives questions that makes it a bit awkward but
other than that, I find Kevin to be very helpful.

Cannot benefit from one on one rather suggests posting questions on discussion board so he can answer to everyone. I get the essence of this but
also office hours are for one on one with the professor

I felt somewhat comfortable approaching Kevin because he was generally approachable and willing to answer questions, although I sometimes felt
hesitant about asking for help.

2.4c  You responded as having felt completely comfortable approaching Kevin Laughren. Please explain your response.

Comments

kevin is extremely welcoming to questions and comments making him easy to approach and receive feedback on questions

He’s friendly

good

Spend time on solving problems, great teaching style.

He is a very friendly and approachable person, therefore no issue despite me never reaching out.

He’s kind and patient, very friendly to answer questions.

Professor Kevin is a fantastic teacher and mentor not just in this class but for every ECON course he teaches. He is kind, resourceful, and will give
his all to help you understanding things going on in the respective course along with any other problems that you have.

He asked us to use name cards so he could learn our names, I found that a really nice teaching trick. Going up to him after class and asking questions
was really easy as well, he is very approachable and helpful in answering any doubts.

Kevin was very kind and seemed very approachable. He made it easy to contact him

The professor is very patient when answering our questions and teaches the course very well.

The kindest professor I've ever met

Professor is nice and easygoing ，also has patience

I did not go to office hour but I did attend q&a section before midterm and it was great.

Kevin is the most welcoming instructor I have ever had. He is very approachable and took time to answer all of the questions.

Kevin was a very welcoming guy with a great sense of humour and never dismissed any one of us when we had a question.

Not at all comfortable 0 0%
Somewhat comfortable 15 14%
Completely comfortable 79 75%
I did not approach the instructor, but the reason had nothing to do with the instructor’s a… 12 11%

Total 106 0% 50% 100%
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Comments

He is very open to people coming up and asking questions. Takes what you say seriously. Doesn’t feel like he’s judgy at all, even if he might secretly
be, who could know. I would say to anyone Kevin is great to ask questions too.

Kevin is always open to questions and encourages questions in the classroom. Kevin also is friendly and will take the time to throughly think through
questions asked to him

He's very responsive on the class canvas page, as well as for any afterlecture question.

Kevin explained lecture very clearly.

he’s nice and friendly

Good guy

He always gives up enough suggestion and feedback on time.

He was personable and non threatening. I did not think of him as intimidating or aggressive.

Kevin seems genuine in wanting the best for his students and cares for all his students to get the best mark they can. So when asking questions their
no intimidation and feels like a relationship is being built with the instructor.

The teacher is humorous and easygoing, making him approachable.

Have enough patience to answer my questions

He taught in detail. And he is friendly with students.

Is helpful for me to understand the content of lecture

Respectful and patient

Nice Professor

The professor is friendly and really nice. He always help us to reach the success. I’m really appreciate for everything he did for us this term

nice prof that I have never seen before

he offers many office hours, as well as provides discussion rooms for students to post their concerns/questions. He also stays in class after lecture
and during break to answer student's questions.

Kevin is truly an excellent teacher—his classes are not only humorous but also very easy to understand.

Very likable guy

The course pace is decent

willing to response my questuons to the course

There are some questions that combine many different knowledge points together, and it makes me feel very confused.

The instructor teaches the course diligently, responds to questions promptly, and manages the overall pace of the course very well.

Kevin was very approachable and supportive. He explained concepts clearly and encouraged students to ask questions, so I always felt comfortable
reaching out to him.

Kevin was approachable, supportive, and always willing to help when I had questions.

I was able to reach Kevin during office hours and received prompt email responses

Good

Professor Laughren is genuinely kind and engaging , so it was comfortable approaching.

nice teacher～nice person

I have attended every office hour with Kevin and has also asked questions during the lecture time. In all the cases he was responding in eager,
encouraging way and positive feedback.

I didn’t talk to him too much, but he was very open and easy to talk to when I did.

I feel comfortable annoying Kevin with all my questions and queries. He’s very personable and approachable.

He willing to answer question as being asked, he validates every question, and he very appreciate the fact the fact that i care

explain很好，病人非常

Felt he is very nice and helpful

He is very friendly, and kind and a fun person to approach

Friendly, made effort to get to know students, encouraged questions, online discussions and office hours visits

Kevin was friendly and approachable. He answered questions clearly and made students feel comfortable seeking help.

His lecture is quite good, and the content of the exam is consistent with the content of the lecture, which is completely acceptable!

He’s a very nice guy

He answers emails fast and hosts office hours. He is very nice and kind in general.

I feel Kevin is fairly easy to approach and will try to help you understand anything you are missing

Kevin was always willing to help, kind and helpful. Overall, he was more approachable than most professors are.

I think he’s a very humorous and engaging teacher; discussing things with him really helps you relax. Plus, Kevin is very patient when answering
your questions.
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2.4d  You responded that you didn't approach Kevin Laughren, but the reason had nothing to do with their approachability. Please
explain your response.

Comments

I didnt have any reason to apprioach him. But from the way he teaches in lectures i definately feel comfertable approaching him if i needed
clarification on something

Easy to talk to, will make an effort to help if asked.

Professor was approachable.

Often, I come up with questions after I spend some time working on the new material, and if I find something challenging, I ask questions during my
tutorial.

I am just generally an introverted individual so i prefer not to approach and I get help from tutorials so i didn’t feel like something needs to be discussed
outside of lecture.

I never approached him because I never needed any help but he’s extremely approachable and friendly. I’m sure if I did I would have had a pleasant
time.

I had other more pressing matters to attend too in the first half of the semester so I put it to the side till the second half of the semester.

I did not need to approach him at any point

I didn’t feel the need to approach him as everything was very clear
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2.5  Instructor

For Q2.5a - 2.5c, the mean score can range from 1 to 5. It is scored as: Almost never = 1, Rarely = 2, Sometimes/Somewhat = 3, Often = 4, Almost
always = 5.

2.5a

I think Kevin Laughren _______ tried to support student learning (i.e., used a variety of learning activities, invested in my success, invited and
responded to student feedback).

Response Ratio 75%

Mean 4.6

Standard Deviation 0.6

2.5b

I _____ felt engaged by Kevin Laughren's teaching approach (i.e., activities, lectures, discussions).

Response Ratio 75%

Mean 4.4

Standard Deviation 0.7

2.5c

How often did you understand Kevin Laughren's explanations of course concepts?

Response Ratio 75%

Mean 4.3

Standard Deviation 0.7

2.6  Which aspects of ECON 342 helped you learn and why?

Comments

Easy to follow lectures where professor Laughren explained topics with real world examples. Followed up and reiterated important points. This was
much appreciated

Almost never 0 0%
Rarely 0 0%
Somewhat 7 7%
Often 27 25%
Almost always 72 68%

Total 106

Almost never 0 0%
Rarely 3 3%
Sometimes 7 7%
Often 40 38%
Almost always 56 53%

Total 106

Almost never 0 0%
Rarely 2 2%
Sometimes 9 8%
Often 50 47%
Almost always 45 42%

Total 106

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%
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Comments

This is a very solid course I would recommend to most in Econ and outside the major aswell. No chapter is overly demanding and has good
connection to the real world

i enjoyed the tutorials as often i find in economics classes that what we do in tutorials doesn’t correlate to exams which was not the case in this
class. Kevin’s tutorials helped aid in the studying for exams and the midterm revision allowed us to learn from mistakes made on the midterm, instead
of repeating them on the final exam.

The weekly quizzes made me study every week

trade

I found the trading game interesting and fun to do

This course helps me knowing the trade way and amount between different countries. And how they deal with the tariffs.

Kevins teaching obviously helped learn, playing the interactive games also helped understand the principles and fundamentals of trade.

The lectures explained the concepts clearly, and the writing assignments helped me apply what I learned to current economic issues. This made the
course both interesting and practical.

I really enjoyed the weekly quizzes/games, because it kept me informed every week on the topics we were covering or have previously covered,
and it helped me organize the concepts into separate sections so it would be easier to prepare for future assignment/exams.

I enjoyed the games and quizzes online. fun way to help us learn

I think in general it was a really helpful course, learning so much about economies of larger scale. I learned the basics of international trade, and
conflicts of current time.

The edgeworth box was a new concept and I think I can apply that to future reports

我从这门课程中学到了很多关于国际贸易的知识。

the game ，the examples in lecture

There were lots of theory and it helped me to think various ways to think about one situation.

I loved how structured Canva page is, slides are incredible and Kevin’s teaching style is also great.

It was a widespread course with concepts that were often far reaching across different levels of how trade and policy interacted.

Lectures were very engaging, not too long at 2 hours, and the explanation of concepts were clear and in detailed.

I thought the links to real life and current news helped me learn aspects of econ 342

Helped me understand the economy a bit more on top of a midterm redo

International trade

op–ed writing makes you look up bunch of news articles and apply the concepts learned from the courses

The downsides of protectionist policies, such as tariffs, outweigh the benefits.

office hours and tutorials

In–class games, detailed notes available on Canvas

Recorded lectures; they let me review on my own time

The relationship between countries.

Eonugh TA questions.

The last year of Econ has been a bit of a struggle for me, but Kevin has helped rejuvenate me and wanting to learn and do the best that I can.

Help me understand various financial concepts and their visual representations.

TA course help a lot

Get a more comprehensive understanding of the economy

I learned many about the international trade knowledge

Relation between foreign and international market, how one can affect the smaller market, tariff and quota. Because all of these are taught and
broken down in class

This has deepened my understanding of economics.

All of them

The TAs and tutorials

about trade policy in international, expend range of experience

The patterns of international trade are fascinating and easy to understand, which has been very inspiring for me.

Good

Knowledge about tariff policies. It is closely–related to the current events

tutorial

Good prof

International aspects

Econ 342 was exactly how I imagined it to be. Interesting, challenging, and unique. I’ve never learned or seen edgeworth boxes and other materials in
other econ classes. It’s definitely useful to understand trade in a deeper level especially connecting it with current trade news and wars.

Practice questions in class were very helpful and helped to solidify the concepts.
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Comments

Kevin had quizzes and online games, which helped me strengthen new material

For the first time, I learned about international trade from a source other than the news, and I gained a great deal of knowledge from the course.

The hand–drawn diagrams were the most helpful aspect. They slowed down the pace just enough to allow me to grasp the step–by–step logic of
trade models, which is far more effective for retention than static PowerPoint slides.

I enjoyed writing about trade as a way to use economic concepts for practical problems rather than just be tested on them.

The clear lectures, well–organized course materials, and real–world examples helped me understand the concepts better. The instructor explained
difficult topics clearly and made the course engaging.

Trade

The interactive games and lecture discussions made it more engaging than just a prof talking.

好ood

Professor Laughren‘s course was engaging and motivating.

I found the policy discussions and real–world examples the most helpful. They made the economic theories easier to understand and showed how
international trade affects everyday life. The writing assignments also helped me improve my ability to apply economic concepts to current events and
communicate my ideas more clearly.

Mostly the tutorial worksheets and the in–class quizzes/games, as they encouraged me to actually stay engaged.

Connection of theory (Graphs&Models; winners and losers from certain policy; macroeconomic theory) with real life examples (Current trade war;
political relations; the role of supranational organizations in world Econ)

I think the games helped me understand the concepts better. They were easy to follow and fun.

Going through questions on the chalk board helped me learn the questions well.

The aspect of the professor being enthusiastics in teaching, very organized structure

A more specific understanding of and a deeper interest in the course on international trade

Like for an example during the exams making us think outside of the box, like if we are given a problem that has given us to the second or third step
and going back to the first step to reach further steps.

The simulations of decision making processes in trade forced everyone to consider different perspectives related to the subject.

The lectures and tutorials complemented each other well, and the examples helped me understand the theory and apply it to problem–solving.

The work on the chalk board

Helped me learn the theory of international trade and how governments and firms around the world strategize in order to fulfill their best outcomes.

I like when Kevin solved problems in–class and go over them step–by–step.

The in class examples

The lectures, examples, and practice problems helped me understand the key concepts and apply the theories to real–world international trade
situations.

Kevin’s teaching style: he broke down complex math problems on the chalk board and went out of his way to draw diagrams, explain the situation
and movements of curves. I preferred that to other Econ classes where the diagrams were just shown on the slides and really, really appreciated the
effort Kevin took to do that. He never rushed through any topics and was very organized, the topic had a very coherent flow.

2.7  How would you improve ECON 342 for future students?

Comments

Honestly think this course is great for what it is I really like the format

NA

Kevin teach more

Nothing really

Good enough.

Definitely just encourage going to tutorials to study the math and solving the problems

It’s perfect and really worth to take.

I think one thing that would perfect ECON 342 is to add another 1 or 2 of the op–ed assignments we did, and increase the grading for those
assignments and decrease everything else. I personally found that those assignments were very fun to do, and they helped me stay engaged for the
course throughout the semester.

,

I don’t know what I would add to the experience to make the learning better.

Less calculation, focus more on the thoery side

More practice

dont know

Try to distinguish between theories.

Everything is great as is.

More Moblab games and quizzes!

Summer 2026

Instructor Report for ECON 342 D100 - Kevin Laughren 12/16



Comments

Maybe just a 5–10min break at the halfway mark. I struggle with focusing for long periods of time, and although 2 hours is manageable it would be
nice to take a short water/bathroom break.

I would improve econ 342 by involving more current news in relation to world trade

Do more work by hand

No need. It was a good course

I'd rather have either just the quiz or just the games on moblab, or halve the number for each. It is fun but bit too repetitive

Just follow the lecture and tutorial questions

maybe answers to question sets

The lecturer hall ECON 342 was held in was quite dismissal and issues with AC made some lectures oppressive

More percentage of grading on assignments

More example questions

I think kevin is better then other teachers.

Make sure the AC works during the summer courses.

I think it's already good enough as it is.

more time on TA course

No idea

No

Faster grading for co ed essays and exams, decrease the amount of students that can take the course maybe

All good

Make it easier

Easier math and more pre–requisites

i dont know, i think probably more practice problom

In terms of the game, many students are actually doing it for the first time. Calculating the scores too meticulously does introduce a lot of human
factors. I think the game is more about participation.

More explanation from TA for marking

Grading on games should be loose

Good enough

more practice

Slightly easier grading and less weight on final

None

Definitely cover materials that are not common in Econ classes, for example edgeworth boxes (I can’t recall the other graphs and concepts) but I
remembered that there was some concepts and graphs that were never properly introduced before this class so it would be nice to spend more
hours on those materials in tutorial or class.

The blackboard notes may hardly read in class or in the recording video. It might be better to switch to using a projector, or try recording from a closer
distance—the result should be clearer.

As of now, the course seems very good, and students need to be more disciplined in their learning to enjoy the material.

At the moment, I do not think there is anything that needs improvement.

none

I would do fewer quizzes that were more heavily waited and had more exam style questions as a way to incentivize students to study earlier for
exams

Overall, I think the course is very well designed. No major changes are needed. Maybe adding a few more practice questions before exams would be
helpful.

By retaining the same format as it is definitely working for a lot of my peers and me.

Good

Every thing seems good

Overall, I think the course was well organized and interesting. The only suggestion I have is to provide a few more practice questions or assignment
examples before major assessments. This would help students feel more confident and better prepared.

No idea. I really liked the course structure.

I think maybe just be more clear on what will be on the exams, maybe a few more practice questions or a mock exam would help.

No tutorials scheduled for 8:30 am please.

Explain more and maybe decrease the syllabus a bit

Retain Kevin as the professor

excellent

Maybe by doing a practice exam questions before the exams
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Comments

While I am not complaining about the credits, I am surprised that it is considered a 300 level course when comparing to 201 which has more pre
requisites, and (in my opinion) slightly less “naturally intuitive” concepts.

The course was well organized. Adding a few more review questions before exams would make it even better.

Better lecture room

For Kevin I hope in the future he would consider posting answer keys to his tutorial sets and a practice midterm and final too for better preparation for
all students in case they can’t make it to tutorials or lectures at time for specific reasons.

I would like the solutions to problems in–class to be accessible after class because sometimes I miss a few steps cause he goes a bit fast

Post lectures online sooner because if you miss a week its difficult to catch up

I would include more practice questions and worked examples similar to the exams, especially for the more difficult topics.

I didn’t find that the textbook did a very good job of explaining the concepts, in my opinion. Yes, reading Krugman’s textbook is like getting a lot of
knowledge right from the source, but I wonder if there are better textbooks that break down everything in more detail, with more diagrams.

It is good as it is
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Section 3 – Discipline Questions
These questions were selected by your department/school and reflect inquiry about student learning experiences that are discipline-

specific.

Did the pre-requisite courses you took prepare you to do well in this course?

No, I felt I was missing knowledge or skills 1

Somewhat 2

Yes, the pre-requisites for this course were really useful 3

Response Count 106

Mean 2.6

Standard Deviation 0.5

After taking this course, my interest in Economics has…

Decreased 1

Stayed the same 2

Increased 3

Response Count 106

Mean 2.5

Standard Deviation 0.5

Do you think Kevin Laughren was organized and prepared?

No 1

Somewhat 2

Yes 3

Response Count 106

Mean 3.0

Standard Deviation 0.1

How much enthusiasm (interest or enjoyment) do you think Kevin Laughren displayed while conducting the course?

None 1

Some 2

A lot 3

Response Count 105

Mean 2.8

Standard Deviation 0.4

No, I felt I was missing knowledge or skills 3 3%
Somewhat 34 32%
Yes, the pre-requisites for this course were really useful 69 65%

Total 106

Decreased 2 2%
Stayed the same 47 44%
Increased 57 54%

Total 106

No 0 0%
Somewhat 2 2%
Yes 104 98%

Total 106

None 2 2%
Some 12 11%
A lot 91 87%

Total 105

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%
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Section 4 – Instructor Selected Questions

This section displays the responses to the questions you selected/created. If you did not submit any questions, this section will be
blank.

The mean score for instructor selected questions can range from 1 to 5. There are three scoring scales:
Strongly agree = 5, Agree = 4, Neutral = 3, Disagree = 2, Strongly Disagree = 1
Very Good = 5, Good = 4, Fair = 3, Poor = 2, Very Poor = 1
Very Easy = 5, Easy = 4, Average = 3, Difficult = 2, Very Difficult = 1
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Section 1 – Response Rate

Raters Students

Responded 64

Invited 76

Response Ratio 84%

Section 2 – Common Core Questions
These questions appear on all course experience surveys at SFU and are selected by the Provost.

2.1  Course Workload

This question is about course workload.
SFU expects a student to spend 2-3 hours each week (both in class time and out of class work) per course credit.* For example, if Physiology 101 is a
3-credit course, it would take 6-9 hours (on average) of a student’s time each week. Courses that are shorter than 13-weeks or a typical semester are
expected to require the same number of hours in fewer weeks. 

I spent ______ time on ECON 201 than expected based on its number of credits.

Response Ratio 84%

Mean 0.1

Standard Deviation 0.7

The mean score summarizes the overall reported workload for this course and can range from -1 to 1. It is scored as: Less time than the expected= -1,
The same amount of time as expected= 0, More time than expected= 1, given the SFU definition of a credit. The closer the mean score is to 0, the more it
means that students reported the workload to be the same as expected.

2.1a  You responded as having spent less time on ECON 201 than expected. Please explain.

Comments

Probably due to work, but workload was generally very reasonable given 4 unit course.

Stressed and overwhelmed

It was the summer and probably should have studied more but was kinda unmotivated

Because I already understand the concept in class

I only had to study before the exams

It was more of me not being able to stay a hole class then it being boring( I was not that boring)

Teaching style doesn’t accomodate to me. But the teacher is very nice to talk and ask

Difficulty is fine

I don’t study very often so it had nothing to do with the instructor personal choice to study less

Less time on normal weeks but more was needed around midterm time or when one of the assignments was due.

I typically do around 2 hours of my own time per week. That works best for me.

Typically spent 4–5 hours instead of 8–12

Less 12 19%
The same amount of 36 56%
More 16 25%

Total 64 0% 50% 100%
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2.1b  You responded as having spent the same amount of time on ECON 201 as expected. Please explain.

Comments

Since I just have three courses this semester, I got time to put equal effort for those classes.

The course is roughly taking up as much time as i planned previously

I spent relatively little time on 201. This was expected as past studies have prepared well for understanding of any mathematical concepts.

I attend every class and complete all tutorials, making sure to go to each session.

He’s the best prof of Econ 201 so far

I studied

I only have so much time in a week based on my work schedule so I try as much as possible to dedicate a lot of hours to this course automatically
because it's math based.

I use to spend about 2 hours a week on the material

Course was as expected

I felt like learning outside of the classroom was divided into a few components, including tutorial problems, reading the textbook, and assignments. In
my personal opinion, reading the text did very little for me vs. The time it took, so I later opted to ignore the text and only do the tutorial problems. 

I also did not enjoy our tutorials and found learning in general to be more effective via YouTube lectures. Unfortunately, the course content does not
perfectly overlap with what YouTube has to offer. I’d request that tutorial problem solutions are posted on the course shell after the scheduled tutorial
is complete.

The content is as much as I imagined.

Just right amount of time needed to take 4credit course
Read textbooks
Attend lectures and tutorials 
Do practice problems

The work is straightforward– I definitely couldn't coast by without paying attention in lecture, but I also wasn't finding myself banging my head against
the wall to try making sense of the lessons.

7–8hours a week

Studied, come in for lecture and tutorials equivalent to the amount of credits for this class

I think we had weekly quizzes to study for that I almost did reviewed and spend the same time as expected

The key points were covered in class, so it saved me time reviewing afterward.

2hours a day

It’s pretty self explanatory

I think I gave the effort that was necessary, which, along with the credits, was stated to do what I did for class.

Course is straight forward, so studying the same amount seems reasonable

2.5for eachcredit

Because the course schedule is well–organized, the pace of the course allows me to manage my time effectively and focus on the key topics.

I mainly studied for exams and review after class

Kev did well on explaining the material, and the lectures recordings help if u miss a lecture.

The lecture material comprehensively covered material for the course and was the primary resource for studying and guiding work
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2.1c  You responded as having spent more time on ECON 201 than expected. Please explain.

Comments

Redo the tutorial questions after every tutorial session because of how fast paced the tutorials are.

This must be a weeder course

The math is mostly using letters and formulas rather then pure numbers, it told a little while to wrap my head around that which is why it took longer.
Kevin and the TA were very helpful learning the math

The material is quite difficult not based on the professors teaching but as a whole regardless of who is teaching I feel this course needs more time
for studying.

This course is extremely math heavy and I needed to spend a lot of time learning and revising topics that I am not confident with.

A bit complicated than others course at the same level, because it starts using the industry language, x1 x2 pla pla pla, some of them have the same
formula but difference name with those I have learnt in Math157

Because my foundation isn't strong, it took me longer, but it was still really challenging for me since I'm not a student in this major

It was a bit challenging at first to get the material so I spent a lot of hours watching videos and understanding the material

this is my second time study econ201，so，i want by better

Econ 201 is one of the tougher classes and needs more time to practice.

The concept and the calculations.

Difficult class

Its just for myself, I'm a slow learner so I tend to spend more time so I can understand the concepts.

Spent a lot of my time per week on this course

ECON201 is a combination of calc and micro/macro, I wanted to do well as this is a course I really need it
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2.2  Course Challenge

How challenging you find a course is related to how much effort you have to put in to be successful. This can depend on many factors, such as how
fast or slow topics are covered or how much you know about the topic already. 

I found ECON 201 to be...

Response Ratio 83%

Mean 0.1

Standard Deviation 0.4

The mean score summarizes the overall perceived level of challenge for this course and can range from -1 to 1. It is scored as: Not challenging = -1, The
right level of challenge for me = 0, Too challenging = 1. The closer the mean score is to 0, the more it means that students reported that the course was
the right level of challenge for them.

2.2a  Why did you rate ECON 201 as not challenging?

Note: Students were provided with a list of reasons to select with the option of adding an open-comment reason. Students could select multiple reasons.

2.2b  Why did you rate ECON 201 as too challenging?

Note: Students were provided with a list of reasons to select with the option of adding an open-comment reason. Students could select multiple reasons.

Not challenging 3 5%
The right level of challenge for me 50 79%
Too challenging 10 16%

Total 63

I had already learned the course concepts in a different course. 2 20%
It was easy for me to do well on the assessments (i.e., assignments, tests, essays). 1 10%
I found the course concepts to be clear or straightforward. 3 30%
I thought that the course concepts were taught too slowly or repetitively. 1 10%
I am very interested in the topic. 2 20%
A background in mathematics trivializes a lot. 1 10%

Respondent(s) 3

The course concepts were too difficult/abstract for me. 8 38%
I did not understand the connections between course concepts. 2 10%
I found the course readings difficult to understand. 2 10%
I think the course concepts were taught too fast for me. 4 19%
I did not have the pre-requisite knowledge. 1 5%
The course assessments (i.e., assignments, tests, essays) were difficult for me. 3 14%
My classmates made it difficult for me to learn (i.e., group work, discussions). 0 0%
What’s teaches doesn’t meet what’s on the exam 1 5%

Respondent(s) 10

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%
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2.3  Assessments

For Q2.3a and Q2.3b, the mean score can range from 1 to 5. It is scored as: Not at all = 1, A little = 2, Somewhat = 3, Mostly = 4, Very much = 5

2.3a

Was it clear to you how your work (i.e., assignments, essays, tests, learning activities) would be graded?

Response Ratio 83%

Mean 4.4

Standard Deviation 0.8

2.3b

Did the assessments reflect what you were taught (i.e. learning activities, concepts, materials)?

Response Ratio 83%

Mean 4.5

Standard Deviation 0.7

Not at all 0 0%
A little 1 2%
Somewhat 7 11%
Mostly 20 32%
Very much 35 56%

Total 63

Not at all 0 0%
A little 0 0%
Somewhat 7 11%
Mostly 20 32%
Very much 36 57%

Total 63

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%
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2.4  Comfort Approaching Instructor

How comfortable did you feel approaching Kevin Laughren (in person or online)?

Response Ratio 83%

Mean 2.9

Standard Deviation 0.3

The mean score summarizes the overall reported level of comfort approaching the instructor and can range from 1 to 3. In contrast with questions Q2.1
and Q2.2, 1 represents one end of the scale (Not at all comfortable), while 3 represents the other end of the scale (Completely comfortable). The middle
of the scale is 2 (Somewhat comfortable). Responses for “Did not approach…” were excluded from the mean score.

2.4b  You responded as having felt somewhat comfortable approaching Kevin Laughren. Please explain your response.

Comments

He is very enthusiastic and friendly while he’s physically lecturing, and I appreciate his sense of humour. That being said, it seemed to mildly bother
him or throw him off course if you approach him before lecture or during breaks. So fair, I’m a firm believer in only working during the hours you’re
compensated / scheduled for, but when there are other profs out there who would drop everything for their students, this rigidity can appear cold
and unapproachable. 

I believe that only allowing students to book office hours for a 10 minute slot can reduce their willingness to do so. My personal experience was
feeling like I needed help prior to the midterm exam, but I felt like 10 minutes wouldn’t be enough time, and so I never needed up
Going.

Seems reasonable and got energy for teaching lectures

His a very approachable professor so far, you can ask questions during the lecture or even after the lecture.

Approach in person(rarely) but with emails and small talk asking for help and guidance, he's helpful in that way

I have approached him once about the materials that will be posted online to help me assist in learning in my own time. He responded in a way that
was reasonable and fair, and I think he did the same for students that I have seen him talk to.

Not at all comfortable 0 0%
Somewhat comfortable 7 11%
Completely comfortable 45 71%
I did not approach the instructor, but the reason had nothing to do with the instructor’s a… 11 17%

Total 63 0% 50% 100%
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2.4c  You responded as having felt completely comfortable approaching Kevin Laughren. Please explain your response.

Comments

He's just a cool guy

He is always happy to answer questions.

Kevin is a great instructor who always encouraged questions; he is helpful and kind

Kevin is a great professor! He’s very welcoming and is willing to help out anyone who asks for it so long as you put in an effort.

Kevin was always free to help gave very thorough and helpful emails and explained topics clearly. He was always available for help.

Friendly, made effort to get to know students, encouraged questions, online discussions and office hours visits

He’s a great guy, very willing to answer questions

Kevin was always really kind and explained topics really well. He offered personal experiences to create a comfortable environment. He was always
very friendly and easy to speak with.

He’s friendly

He's nice and I like that his office hours are bookable because I can stay organized and not spend extra waiting for another student.

He is human not a robot

Hes a chill funny guy

yes because he is really nice and answers all my questions

is a good professor，he was funny

He's incredibly personable; he will talk to you and address you when you ask him a question.

Good teach

Kevin always wants the best for his students. He wants all students to achieve the best mark they can receive as long as they put the work in.

He seems very approachable

He was really nice and pretty good with pace of the course and u can easily approach him even during the breaks.

so nice

Good Professor, provide good lectures and information throughout the course

He is undoubtedly the best. I understood his lectures very easily. Econ 201 is the toughest course in econ but he made it super easy. His exams are
moderately hard and he doesn’t make the exams unnecessarily complex. Loved his teaching method so much..!!

He’s good people 

Encouraging to ask questions and come to office hours and seemed like he cared about his students

He’s caring.

Very patient

Friendly helpful

Because Kevin is such a nice person, whether he's teaching or just in everyday life.

I’ve approached him multiple times and he’s seems to be nice person who doesn’t seem like he’s annoyed when taking to you. It seems as though he
enjoys talking to his students

Very friendly person to talk to

Went to his office hours and it was very chill

He is nice

He was very nice about answering all the questions and would always take his time to make sure to help fully with what me or anyone else was
asking him about.

Always happy to help with any questions. Encourages questions as well.

Very friendly and explains well

Kevin is a good professor that makes you feel comfortable sharing your insights with the class.
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2.4d  You responded that you didn't approach Kevin Laughren, but the reason had nothing to do with their approachability. Please
explain your response.

Comments

I am just shy

I am very shy.

I didn’t have any questions.

My commute is so long and kinda didn't wanna be on campus for longer than I had to, once again probably should have approached at least before
the midterm

I suffer with anxiety and can’t talk my true feelings in such situations so I just don’t bother to try

Professor Laughren is genuinly kind and engaging professor.

I studied on my own to figure it out

I had no clarifications needed from the professor

The information he has given most of the time is comprehensive. I did not feel the need to ask anything
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2.5  Instructor

For Q2.5a - 2.5c, the mean score can range from 1 to 5. It is scored as: Almost never = 1, Rarely = 2, Sometimes/Somewhat = 3, Often = 4, Almost
always = 5.

2.5a

I think Kevin Laughren _______ tried to support student learning (i.e., used a variety of learning activities, invested in my success, invited and
responded to student feedback).

Response Ratio 83%

Mean 4.6

Standard Deviation 0.6

2.5b

I _____ felt engaged by Kevin Laughren's teaching approach (i.e., activities, lectures, discussions).

Response Ratio 83%

Mean 4.4

Standard Deviation 0.6

2.5c

How often did you understand Kevin Laughren's explanations of course concepts?

Response Ratio 83%

Mean 4.1

Standard Deviation 0.7

2.6  Which aspects of ECON 201 helped you learn and why?

Comments

The tutorials and group assignments since they are very good practices and can let us understand concepts at our own pace.

It made me be more interested in economics.

Almost never 0 0%
Rarely 0 0%
Somewhat 3 5%
Often 21 33%
Almost always 39 62%

Total 63

Almost never 0 0%
Rarely 0 0%
Sometimes 5 8%
Often 28 44%
Almost always 30 48%

Total 63

Almost never 0 0%
Rarely 1 2%
Sometimes 9 14%
Often 35 56%
Almost always 18 29%

Total 63

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%
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Comments

I loved the teaching materials, quizzes, and assignments. The instructor's presentation of the course material was also very straightforward and
engaging.

It helped learn how Math and Econ or combined. I found one of the most helpful parts to be learning what kind of math is combined with economics.

The practice problems of course but Kevin was very helpful with his slides. I think the course you genuinely just need his slides to learn.

The organization of files and course information on canvas made it very easy to track requirements. I also liked the examples made as analogies
(maybe there’s a better word) to different models of functions.

The tutorial problems/ in class problems

…

Help me to get more mode to learn economic.

The assignments and recorded lectures

Textbook

I think the mathematical interpretations helped me gain a further understanding of microeconomics that was introduced in the introductory classes.

Tutorial questions and Kevin's office hours,

The slides and video recording

Funny example, tutorial practice

Not many

Straight forward schedule, lecture style, assignments, and content delivery.

The professor dumbs down on his explanation and makes the class more engaging with his dad jokes

Pretty much all the concepts that has covered during the course were very useful

Probably the practice questions as well as the tutorials.

team work，talking to good assignment

A professor who lectures well is a big part in it; along with his acceptance of using unconventional methods to solve problems; he didn't teach us
mathematical methods for lots of the concepts, but he still accepted their usage.

The mixture of slides and doing practice questions together helped alot as it is a quick test to make sure you are understanding the concepts.

Creations of demand line, profit maximisation, cost minimisation, cobb douglass and other preferences, slutsky. They helped me learned because it is
provided in the slide and explained perfectly

The part that it’s somewhat challenging and I need to past this so I will have to spent more time on studying it

I think it helped me learn a lot of micro economics concepts in much more detail and practicality

TT

Kevin’s lecture and tutorial because I often practice alot of questions during those sections

The logic and maths

The lecture and tutorial

The tutorial being just answers practical questions is very useful

Tutorial questions and video lectures at the start of course

Tutorial and extra office hour before test

He tried to incorporate some comedy here and there when we started the class to help us engage at the beginning of the lecture, and he went in
depth, explaining things as well.

Professor Laughren is very engaged

Tutorial questions

Applied calculus to economics helped me understand some consumer decisions

Learn how the economic works in our daily life.

Econ201 provided a good explanation for some economic phenomena in my life, particularly regarding individual preferences and choices.

The examples done in class

The book I feel like Hal varians book as the text book really helped it explained all the concepts and prepared me for the exam.

Econ 103

Implement math in to econ :(

The detailed ways how he showed the answers was very helpful.

The lectures were very clear and comprehensive as well as Kevin's teaching was also clear

The tutorial questions helped me learn the most. Great practice for exams.

The assignments are good practice

It’s help me understand more of decision making and preferences and how calculus may or may not be helpful when interpreting or generating graphs

2.7  How would you improve ECON 201 for future students?
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Comments

None

Maybe 2 midterms and lower final exam weight

More practice problems and harder practice problems. The only issue I had with the course is the practice problems we where given didn’t reflect
fully if what we where asked on the midterm. I found I spent many hours practicing functions to see on the midterm much harder functions I hadn’t
practiced. I think it would be helpful for students to have much harder practice problems to better prepare for tests.

I think I would make the course have annotated slides (we do have lectures available online) but sometimes you may miss a lecture partially and it can
be a bit challenging finding annotated notes. I do understand why he doesn’t do it somewhat to avoid slackers in the course but I feel that annotated
slides in general have always helped me in my courses that I’ve taken at SFU.

Remove the quizzes. Give marks for participation to encourage attendance instead.

I think the way Kevin taught the course was amazing. I've taken it with another professor too and his teaching style was terrible and didn't support
our learn, but Kevin has been very helpful. Kevin should teach others how to teach this course.

…

Nothing

N/A

More practice and help resources

I would personally reduce the lecture session time from 3 to 2 hours since I personally felt the burnout around the 2nd hour mark with all the math and
theoretical explanations

Make the exam out of slightly more marks, at least 25–30 instead of 20. It feels like if I make any mistakes on an exam out of 20 marks, your grade
drops significantly. Most exams for other classes have slightly more points.

Spend more time over parts the class faced difficultly with

More simple examples among the lecture for students to keep track and remember the formula.

At the end, the course is same as math but it is quite hard for me to understand the formula, when and why I apply the formula to solve the problem.

To choose something they like

I think the questions could be made a bit easier to understand, that would boost students' enthusiasm

Eliminate the textbook, make tutorial problems solutions more accessible.

Just give more good examples

Maybe more practice questions

Let them know it’s a bit different and you really need to do study from day one. That was my mistake on my part.

no idea

Make assignments match the pace of the course– both group assignments given out had questions on it that weren't covered yet in lecture at the time
of assignment, causing me to need to read ahead.

2 classes a week vs one 3hour lecture. Hard to remain focused for 3hrs consecutively learning so much new material.

Personal preference but I think kevin should start questions with numbers instead of letters. I.e, 1. A–n
Not A 1–n

Make it maybe a little bit less challenging

Just practice the tutorials as much

Give students more practice

None

No improvements needed

Make it harder

Idk Adderall would help

Give more material to study and practice

I hope there could be practice problems in midterm and final exam format where I can work through more problems beyond textbooks and tutorial
questions.

Everything seems perfect

Less group work weight in grades. More time for in–class exercises

Make it easier

Work hard and try to understand the knowledge, not just memories

less math

More practice questions and practice exams

I got nervous on the exam and did bad regardless of knowing all the content so maybe something that would make it so the exam doesn’t make
students as nervous

Additional support, for example applied calculus workshop kind of support

Its already pretty solid the way Kev taught this class. 
If anything then exam practice question can be more creative
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Comments

Maybe the practise exam questions to be more similar to the exam itself.

Maybe another assignment to keep people reviewing material

Annotated Lecture Slide notes. I already take my own notes but being able to have them side by side would be additional help.

Post annotated slides

Not much to say as Kevin exceeded expectations especially for an entry level econ core course. He’s one of the best to ever teach it at this level
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Section 3 – Discipline Questions
These questions were selected by your department/school and reflect inquiry about student learning experiences that are discipline-

specific.

Did the pre-requisite courses you took prepare you to do well in this course?

No, I felt I was missing knowledge or skills 1

Somewhat 2

Yes, the pre-requisites for this course were really useful 3

Response Count 63

Mean 2.5

Standard Deviation 0.6

After taking this course, my interest in Economics has…

Decreased 1

Stayed the same 2

Increased 3

Response Count 63

Mean 2.3

Standard Deviation 0.6

Do you think Kevin Laughren was organized and prepared?

No 1

Somewhat 2

Yes 3

Response Count 63

Mean 3.0

Standard Deviation 0.2

How much enthusiasm (interest or enjoyment) do you think Kevin Laughren displayed while conducting the course?

None 1

Some 2

A lot 3

Response Count 63

Mean 2.9

Standard Deviation 0.3

No, I felt I was missing knowledge or skills 4 6%
Somewhat 24 38%
Yes, the pre-requisites for this course were really useful 35 56%

Total 63

Decreased 6 10%
Stayed the same 32 51%
Increased 25 40%

Total 63

No 0 0%
Somewhat 2 3%
Yes 61 97%

Total 63

None 1 2%
Some 4 6%
A lot 58 92%

Total 63

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%

0% 50% 100%
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Section 4 – Instructor Selected Questions

This section displays the responses to the questions you selected/created. If you did not submit any questions, this section will be
blank.

The mean score for instructor selected questions can range from 1 to 5. There are three scoring scales:
Strongly agree = 5, Agree = 4, Neutral = 3, Disagree = 2, Strongly Disagree = 1
Very Good = 5, Good = 4, Fair = 3, Poor = 2, Very Poor = 1
Very Easy = 5, Easy = 4, Average = 3, Difficult = 2, Very Difficult = 1
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